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Beloved Children of God, 

In August, I had the honor of officiating the Witness to the Resurrection service of our beloved 
Jo Grable. It was one of those on again/off again rainy days and by the time we arrived at the 
graveside service the sky had begun to look ominous. I began the service and had just said the 
words, “And now from the 23rd Psalm” when the loudest BOOM! of thunder I’ve ever heard 
made us all jump and some family members let out a scream. I immediately turned and yelled 

back at the thunder, “IT’S FROM THE KING JAMES VERSION!” 

I had to smile. Jo, as you know, was whip-smart and suffered no fools. She understood in her 100+ years 
how much times changed. But she and I both agreed that sometimes hearing something the way it has 
“always been” is the comfort that we need. 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:  

for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:  

thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:  

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 
 

I don’t know about you, but I find myself still trying to figure out what happened to 2019 even though we 
are only three months away from 2022. It sometimes feels like we are both in a whirlwind, and yet at the 
same time we haven’t gone anywhere. We haven’t really moved forward in a way that we’re used to and 
yet at the same time everything feels different. 

 

I know that this can feel especially disconcerting when it’s our church home that feels different. Worship-
ing with masks on, abbreviated services, individual communion, divided in-person and online attend-
ance—it all just feels… different. 
 

And yet God’s promise to us is that the important thing—the main thing—will never change. The Lord is 
our Shepherd. We shall not want… goodness and mercy shall follow us all of the days of our lives… and we 
will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 

May this be the comfort we need. 
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     No UnTapped for October (Trick or 
Treat Night) or November 

(Thanksgiving).  
Join us on the second Thursday in         

December (12/9), place TBD. 
 

Interested in participating in a Craft-Brew Advent Calendar 
this year? Let Cathay, csnyder@mechpresby.org know. More 
info in the November newsletter. 

 

NEXT 4TH @ 304 IS OCTOBER 24th  

Help decorate the Youth Center for Trick or 
Treat Night on October 28th! 

Come on out for some pizza and join us in some 
Halloween fun! Bring a friend! And, bring a         

Halloween decoration as well as some Halloween 
candy. We guarantee it will be a wickedly good time! 

 

Questions? Contact Cathay Snyder, CE Director, 
csnyder@mechpresby.org 

 
 

  

For October we are reading The 
Bookwoman of Troublesome Creek by 
Kim Michele Richardson. Rich-
ardson’s novel follows Cussy 
Mary on her quest to bring books 
to the Appalachian community 
she loves. Join us in the library at 

7 p.m. on Tuesday, October 26 as we discuss this histori-
cal fiction bestseller.  

Interested? Contact Terry Cornish, tjhc@aol.com for more 
information. 

 

From the Christian Education Director 

As of the last Sunday in September, all of our Sunday School classes, whether in-person, on-line, or a little bit of both, are 
up and running. Joyful Hearts continues with their study of Matthew and is meeting on Zoom. The Dave Petko Class 
continues to study the book of Acts, meeting both in-person and via Zoom. The Thoughtful Christian, along with the 
Senior High Class, is focusing on Matthew 25 and meeting in UFH in-person. Our Confirmation Class is meeting out-
side in back of the Youth Center while our Elementary Class is meeting on Zoom. Classes meet from 9:30-10:30 am. If 
you are interested in joining any of our classes and need more information, contact me, csnyder@mechpresby.org.  
 

Our Nursery Ministry is in need of volunteers to help staff the nursery during worship! We would like to get this part of 
Sunday morning back up and running. If interested, contact me.  
 

Welcome to The Alcove! 
 

The room formally known as the library is now The Alcove.  

Located right off the Lobby, The Alcove is designed to be a  
warm, welcoming and inviting space for conversation on Sunday 

mornings or to hold small meetings of 8-10 people. With the 
warm and relaxing colors, it will also be a great place to have 

blood pressures taken on Blood Pressure Sundays as it is sure to 
lower your pressure by a few points!  

Stop in and check it out the next time you are in the church 
building! 

A huge thank-you to Property & Maintenance Committee and 
Jessica Antenucci for making this space possible! 

Cathay 
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In Worship and Music committee, I asked to hear from others why they love singing in choir. I’m very grateful 

to Mary Love who offered the following – thanks, Mary! If there are other’s out there who would like to sub-

mit an article on why they like singing in Choir or why they love sacred music in general, let me know! 

 

From Mary Love: 

I love to sing ~ in the shower, in the car and in my youth. But when I joined MPC I hadn’t sung in a choir for over 40 years. Nevertheless, I 

know how much a choir enhances the church service experience and I wanted to try choir again. That was one of the best decisions I ever made. 

I was welcomed with open arms. I tried soprano first since that was what I sang ‘back in the day’ and singing melody was what I knew. I real-

ized I couldn’t consistently reach those high notes anymore. I transitioned to alto. I found singing harmony very challenging. But the various 

MPC choir directors and fellow choir members encouraged my journey. No judgement. 

I feel at home in Chancel Choir. Mark is a very patient and mellow music director. Even better, he is deeply spiritual and emphasizes the mu-

sical connection to the service and seasons during which we sing. I am truly grateful I contribute to our church in this way. What a great and 

fulfilling experience for me. Please consider joining us. 

 

Bell Choir begins 10/6 in the Sanctuary. Rehearsals are 6-7. Sanctuary choir has resumed and will sing for the first time, in 

a long time, on October 3rd at the 11:00 am Worship Service! Rehearsals are 7-8:30 in the Sanctuary. Please reach out to 

Mark McKeever if you are interested in ringing Handbells or if you want to sing in Choir with us this year!  

Mark McKeever 

 

Preschool Place: Let the learning begin! 

We had our first day of preschool on September 13th! We are excited to say it was a great beginning to the new preschool year . The 
children were happy to be among old friends and new teachers. Parents were happy to be free, I mean, happy to see their children 

begin new learning adventures and among new friends. 

There is so much for the children to learn and they are doing a great job. Transition can be challenging and we have had a few tears 
of course. The wonderful staff at preschool is experienced at helping the children through those tears. We help the children direct 

their attention to the variety of interesting activities at preschool. They are making progress every day. 

Safe, Happy and Kind is what we want to achieve at Playful Beginnings. We focus on social and emotional growth in a loving   
Christian environment that prepare children for the world ahead. We want them to know that they are special because God made 

them. The relationships that are formed is preschool begin to build the foundation of a child’s community. It is a joy to be a part of 
that process in a child’s life. 

We, the entire preschool staff, cannot properly express how thankful we are for the support of the congregation in all that we do in 
the preschool program. It is a blessing to be part of such a great group of folks, and of course, the mission and vision of this church. 

Grace and Peace, 

Mrs. Taylor 

Be Safe, Happy & Kind 

From the Director of Music 
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                              Candy Needed! 

 

The Welcoming Committee will be   
passing out candy to Trick or Treat-
ers on October 28th. We will be set 
up at the Youth Center and we are 
requesting candy donations. Dona-

tions can be dropped off by October 
25th at the church.   

Just the Cost of  a Stamp 

The human connection is so important. There’s 
nothing like the  present to lift up other MPC 
members, friends and family by sending a note 
of  encouragement. Cards and envelopes are 

available at the back of the Sanctuary. Please take what you 
will use to reach out to another. Contact the Church office 

if you need a current MPC Directory. 

Soup Kitchen Needs Volunteers  

Downtown Daily Bread is a mission project of Pine Street 
Presbyterian Church. For thirty-eight years it has been a 
gateway to basic human services for hundreds of homeless 
and hungry individuals in Harrisburg. 

Their Soup Kitchen is ready to re-open for volunteers to 
serve lunch meals. However, due to the protocols that have 
been introduced, it is easier if individuals interested in vol-
unteering do so by messaging them on their website: 
www.downtowndailybread.org  
OR 
By calling them directly:  
(717) 238 - 4717     extension 122. 
 

We strongly encourage you to give 
this very important ministry your 
time! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The second Sunday in October is Pastor Appreciation 

Day and all of October is celebrated as Pastor Apprecia-
tion Month.  

The celebration was established in 1992 with the mission 
of uplifting and encouraging pastors, missionaries and reli-

gious workers. In recognition of the dedication of MPC 
pastors and staff, please join the Church Staff Committee 
in extending our praise and thanks to Pastor Kathryn, Ca-

thay Snyder, Mark McKeever, Karen Taylor and Angie 
Stevens.  

Praise God for your tireless energy and devotion! Thanks 
to all of you for all the ways you lead and guide MPC.  

At the September 27th  Session meeting: 

• We opened our Zoom meeting with the lighting of the Christ candle, devotional, and 
prayer. 

• We approved the Troop 80 Christmas Tree Sale and the PW Thank Offering services on 
11/14. 

• We heard from the Associate Pastor Transition Team about next steps which include a 
major survey of the congregation. We hope to launch this survey in about a week! 

• We approved changes to the Staff Manual to reflect the addition of digital forms of com-
munication and the Church Administrator job description to create more flexibility for the 
Staff Committee for future changes. 

• We were reminded to turn in our budget requests for 2022 to the Finance Committee. 

• We heard from a member about their concerns about recent decisions made by the Session. 

• We agreed that the Communications Team was an asset and our contract with them will continue since the three 
month trial period has ended. 

 

We gave thanks for one another and our time together, we assigned pray partners for the month, ended our time togeth-
er in prayer, and adjourned to serve. 
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Anna Radel sends her best wishes to everyone and misses you all. She is doing quite 
well. Happy & cheerful as usual! Her family gets to see her at least twice a week. 
Please keep her in your prayers.  

Congratulations to Patrick Zang on his promotion to MAJOR.! Major Patrick Zang 
(MAJ), his wife, Lauren, and their two sons, Ty and Brooks’ new address is 3459 
Hickory Glenn Dr., Clarksville, TN  37040 

On September 23rd Pastor Kathryn celebrated 20 years of being an ordained PCUSA 
minister.  Please join the Church Staff Committee in congratulating Pastor Kathryn 
on this meaningful and notable event.  

Change of Address - Audrey Garlitz - 2100 Bent Creek Blvd. Apt. 107 Mechan-
icsburg, 17050     717-418-0694 

 
Volunteers needed for new Safety Committee 

Session has approved the creation of a Safety Committee 
to oversee all aspects of safety at MPC. An ad-hoc com-

mittee created an emergency preparedness and action plan 
that will be the foundation of this committee’s responsibil-

ities. 

The Safety Committee’s mission is to promote a safer envi-
ronment when we are gathered for worship. We will do 

this through development and imple-
mentation of best practices and train-
ing that will ensure the protection and 

well-being of our community. 

The committee will be chaired by Tim 
Wonder, who is looking for others to spearhead the imple-
mentation of safety measures. If you have an eye for safety 
or experience related to risk management, first aid, or pro-
moting safety at your place of work or school, we have a 

place for you. 

Want more information? Contact Tim at                       
timothy.wonder@gmail.com or 717-503-072 

 
If you wish to memorialize or celebrate a loved one or spe-
cial occasion with a cut flower arrangement for display in 

MPC’s Sanctuary: 
Order direct 
• Contact Royer’s Flowers Carlisle store at 717-241-6100; 
• Deadline is Wednesday before the Sunday you want; 
• You pay Royer’s when placing the order; 
• Royer’s will deliver the arrangement to MPC. 
Contact MPC with wording for the Bulletin 
• Call Angela Stevens at the church office 717-697-0351 

      TREE OF WARMTH RETURNS 

 
Tree “Decorating” from October 24th thru November 7th 

As we swap out our dresser drawers from summer t-shirts, sleeveless tanks, and denim shorts to fall    
sweaters, fleece, and flannels, we will be easing into the winter season before we can say, “Jack Frost!” 

YOU, our MPC church family, can help bring warmth and comfort to the children and adults of Stop the 
Violence and Rock Church by decorating the Tree of Warmth with new (or very gently used) hats, scarves, gloves and mittens, and 

socks. 
The Christmas tree “decorating” donation dates will run from October 24th thru November 7th (at the covered portico sanctuary 

entrance) 

Your continued support of  this worthwhile Deacon Ministry is greatly appreciated. 

If you  
Evening Prayer 

8pm October 19 on Zoom 
 

Structured prayer time led by the Holy Spirit, facilitated by 
Pastor Kathryn, and guided by the format of the Book of 

Common Worship: Scripture, Psalms, Thanksgiving,  
& Intercession. 

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89461109903?
pwd=SG9OWVN3aHVqbnRNU0ZtejV2SkhxQT09 

Meeting ID: 894 6110 9903 
Passcode: prayer 
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Find us online! 
www.mechpresby.org • Twitter: 

@mechpresby • Facebook:                   
Mechanicsburg Presbyterian Church                                 

or  

Mechpresby Members and Friends 

Church Correspondence & Envelopes 

If you have been receiving a MPC newsletter by mail and would 
only like them by email, please let Angie Stevens know so your 

information can be updated! 

Also, If you would no longer like to receive offering envelopes 
each year please let Angie Stevens know at 717-697-0351 or by 

email at   astevens@mechpresby.org 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

October 2021 

The Mission of the Mechanicsburg Presbyterian Church is to glorify and serve God as a   
community of believers, and to bring people into the transforming presence and power of 
Jesus Christ through: 

• Worship – Worship expresses our love for God through praise, prayer and  
          proclamation.      
     

• Christian Education – Christian Education invites us to risk opening our minds to 
                                                transforming possibilities. 

• Christian Nurture – Christian nurture puts a human face on God’s Love. 

• Mission Calling – Our ministry to others sets our feet in Christ’s footprints. 

• Welcoming the Stranger – Welcoming everyone into a relationship with God, not                   
                         just into our building. 

    In order to be faithful to this Mission, we will be:  

• A welcoming, diverse and hospitable community of faith, 

• Committed to open communication within the community of faith, and 

• Willing to risk our time, talent and financial resources trusting in God’s faithfulness 

MPC Mission Statement 


